FKANCIS OF ASSISI  ,
his tenderness to the victims of man's inhumanity* All
men were sons of God and therefore brothers. Every
brother had within him, therefore, something of the
Father, some spark of divinity. War was wrong, and
the contentions over property that gave rise to war
were wrong, for they were a denial of men's brother-
hood; they quenched the spark. Francis would show
in his own life and in the life of his friars that by
removing from their hearts all desire for property the
divine spark in them would be free. With it they would
kindle the world.
He had another conviction no less fundamental than
these. It was that religious institutions in general and
his own brotherhood in particular must be kept free
from any compromising entanglement with the eco-
nomic and social order. The church of his day de-
pended for its support upon the feudal lords and the
city capitalists. For that very reason the common
people suspected it. By insistence on poverty as the
first rule of his Order, Francis gave it an independence
that it could have achieved in no other way. The
people, rich and poor alike, respected and approved that
independence.
Such were his convictions. As men listened to htm
and watched him living out these principles, they felt
their own hearts glowing within them. The coldness
of the long winter of the Park Ages melted. Spring-
time for the human spirit was at hand A litfle poor
man of Assisi had brought it I
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